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Text: John 15:1-8 

 

Pray with me:  Father, let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  Come, Holy Spirit, come, visit, fill and 

anoint the sharing of these words. Make them to be a blessing for your people, a blessing that 

leads to life eternal and fruitful labor as we tarry here on this mission field. Lord, come and 

astonish us with your word this day.  Amen 

      Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! You are beginning to sound like people who are 

being filled with the joy of Easter through the love of a risen Lord.  May that joy, the power of a 

resurrected life, grow in each of us day by day, and may our joy overflow into people around us 

who are desperate for such contagious joy. Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 

      This morning we will look briefly at the last of Jesus’ “I am” statements in the Gospel of 

John.  These “I am” statements, as we may recall, are statements that tell us who Jesus is. They 

are revelations about Jesus and about life in the now but not yet of the kingdom of God.  Some of 

these “I am” statements reveal Jesus as the Messiah, the Living Water, the Bread of Life, the 

Good Shepherd, (which we talked about last week) and the True Vine. With this last “I am” 

statement, the True Vine, the revelations Jesus makes about himself are complete.  

      A little background for context might be helpful to us before we look at the revelation of 

Jesus as the True Vine. In the Old Testament, we will frequently find the image of the nation of 

Israel as a vine that is growing in the Promised Land.  The people of the nation of Israel are the 

people of God, and they have been tended by God with the steadfast intention of growing them 

into the people of God who will go to all nations and be a blessing to them. Israel viewed 

themselves as those whom God planted in the Promised Land and those who were to be God’s 

people living in that place. They thought of themselves as those growing there into the people of 

God. They understood the Promised Land as the place where God had placed them and was 

present with His people. Any who claimed to be a Jew understood the Promised Land to be the 

place where they were nurtured by God.  The nation of Israel was the central focus of God’s 

work to grow His people. Jerusalem was the center of Israel. The temple was the center of 

Jerusalem, and in the temple, in the holy of holies, God’s presence dwelt. The people of Israel 



understood themselves to be a vine planted by God in the Promised Land. Josephus, the Jewish 

first century secular historian, writes that in the temple was a golden sculpture of a vine that the 

rich people of Israel had placed.  On this vine were clusters of golden fruit, some clusters with 

heights approaching that of a man. The idea of Israel as the vine growing in the Promised Land is 

also supported by numerous references in the Old Testament. For example, recall the spies who 

were sent into the Promised Land to spy out the land and returned with a cluster of fruit of the 

vine so large that it had to be carried on a pole between two men.  The idea and image of a vine 

and fruit were deeply seated in the life of a descendant of Abraham. It was a fundamental 

understanding and descriptor of who the Jews were as God’s people. 

     Jesus, in this upper room discourse in the Gospel of John, tells his disciples he is the True 

Vine. This would be shocking news, the most radical statement of all of the statements that Jesus 

has shared with his disciples about who he is, the True Vine. This statement would challenge a 

Jew’s deeply held idea that the Promised Land was the place where the people of God were to 

grow.  Jesus tells them that it is not the Promised Land that is to be the place of growth for God’s 

people, but instead, those who abide in Jesus who are branches attached to the True Vine will be 

those who produce fruit. Jesus’ revelation means that no longer are the Promised Land, 

Jerusalem, and the temple the center of the people of God, but wherever there are those who 

abide in Jesus the True Vine there will be branches producing the fruit of God’s kingdom. Jesus’ 

words mark a dramatic shift in the thoughts of those who would follow him. It marks a change in 

who are the true Israelites, not those born into the lineage of Abraham and living in the Promised 

Land, but those living anywhere who are abiding in the True Vine.  If the statements Jesus has 

made about being the son of God gave concern to the Jews, this statement would shake them to 

their core. This idea challenges who the people of Israel are as a nation. Jesus, as the True Vine, 

would be a teaching difficult to accept. This teaching would require them to change their entire 

paradigm of God’s presence with His people. 

     Notice Jesus states the Father is the vine grower or vine dresser. The Father is the one 

who removes branches in Jesus that do not bear fruit. Also, it is the Father who prunes all of the 

branches that do bear fruit so that they will bear more fruit. Notice also that all of the branches in 

Jesus get cut. Those that are dead are removed, wither, and are thrown into the fire. The idea 

seems to be that the Father will work so that only those branches in Jesus that produce fruit will 

remain. To be a branch that remains in Jesus, we must be a branch that abides in him, and out of 



our abiding, bring forth abundant fruit. We should expect to be pruned that we may produce 

more fruit. We should also notice that if we cease to produce fruit, we are dead and will be 

removed and burned in the fire.  This is one of the statements in scripture that leads to the 

understanding that if we cease to cooperate with Jesus, if we cease to bear fruit, we are a dead 

branch and we will be removed and God will throw us into the eternal fire. Our goal is to be 

those who are always abiding in the True Vine, cooperating with Jesus so as to produce abundant 

fruit, and in each season of our lives, we are to be those open to being pruned so that we may 

always produce more fruit. And we also need to recall that there is grace at work in our lives. If 

we have ceased to cooperate with Jesus, we may be in danger of being identified by the vine 

dresser as a dead branch and cut out of the vine, but Jesus is always extending grace, amazing 

grace, to us so that if we will repent, return to him, cooperate with him, and seek to abide in him, 

we will become alive again and bring forth fruit. 

     The first question we should seek to answer is “What does it mean to abide in Jesus?” 

There are three main aspects to abiding in Jesus. The first is a way of thinking. This is doctrine, 

what we understand about who Jesus is as our Lord and Savior. One way we grow in our 

understanding of doctrine is to engage Jesus’ word, the scriptures. These are the words that will 

clean us up if we will engage them by bringing them into our minds and deep into our hearts. 

This is one of the aspects of abiding in Jesus, reading, learning, and holding Jesus’ words in our 

hearts. The second aspect of abiding is how we live, our way of life or our ethics. Ethics are how 

we live and love our neighbors. Ethics are how we are loving others in the now of our lives, in 

the places we are currently seeking to be branches that are abiding in Jesus. Our way of living is 

how our lives exhibit the commands of Jesus, how we love each other and how we love those we 

find difficult to love. Many of us will recall the words of the song, “They will know we are 

Christians by our love.” The third aspect of abiding in the True Vine is a supernatural experience 

that is not like any other experience of our life in this world. Our doctrine and ethics do not 

define us by themselves as Christians. We need a supernatural experience, an interior experience 

of Jesus, that leads us to being nourished and strengthened beyond our own natural abilities. 

Such a spiritual experience enables and empowers all of the aspects of abiding in Jesus and 

allows us to abide in the True Vine. Many words are used to describe an interior experience with 

Jesus such as mysticism, spiritual encounter, testimony of the heart, and a transformed life.  John 

Wesley speaks of his own interior experience on Aldersgate Street, London late one evening 



during a meeting in which Luther’s comments on the introduction to Romans were read. Wesley 

describes his experience with the Spirit as his own heart being “strangely warmed” and that 

following the warming of his heart by the Spirit, he knew that his sins were forgiven.  This is the 

touch of the Holy Spirit in all of our lives, and it is this touch that gives meaning to our doctrine 

and ethics through an interior experience with the Spirit of the Risen Lord. It is this touch that 

allows, enables, and strengthens us to abide in the True Vine and to be transformed into branches 

that bear fruit.   

    The second question we need to seek to answer is “What is fruit bearing?”  If we are 

expected to be branches abiding in Jesus bearing fruit, it will help us if we have some idea of 

what it means to bear fruit. Fruit bearing is our movement into the perfect love relationship Jesus 

has with the Father. Fruit bearing is our response to the invitation Jesus extends to us through his 

love for us as he willingly goes to the cross and dies for our sins. Fruit bearing is the resulting 

actions from a belief that Jesus was resurrected and still loves us and forgives us of our sins. 

Fruit bearing is the result of an interior experience with Jesus that transforms our life and we 

seek to live and grow into the image of Christ as we surrender who we are and allow the Holy 

Spirit to fill us and transform us into who we are to be, branches who are abiding in the Spirit in 

the True Vine bearing fruit.  Those in the first century who knew that Jesus had other flocks that 

he must bring into his fold would also understand the idea of fruit bearing to be taking the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to the sheep in the other flocks. Likewise, fruit bearing in this century still 

has this aspect of taking the good news to others, of making disciples who make disciples. Fruit 

bearing also has this dimension of entering into Jesus’ mission of helping others to discover the 

True Vine and guiding them to abide in the True Vine as fruitful branches. Jesus completed the 

mission that the Father sent him to accomplish. We, as the body of Christ, are to continue that 

mission as we abide in the True Vine. Fruit producing means not only loving Jesus and 

becoming part of the relationship he has with the Father, but also loving our neighbors and even 

our enemies as ourselves. Fruit bearing is the love we share as we live and love each other. 

     Finally, abiding in Jesus the True Vine changes how we pray. As we abide in Jesus and 

become those who produce fruit, we develop our relationship with Jesus through prayer. As we 

abide and allow the interior experience of the Spirit in our lives to grow, we become those who 

pray not in our own will, but increasingly we are those who pray in a manner that is led by Jesus. 

Our own desires cease to cloud our prayers and as we abide, as our desires are pruned away by 



surrender to God the vine dresser, our prayers become prayers of those who abide in the one 

True Vine. This is the type of prayer that John notes as prayer where we ask what we wish and it 

will come to pass. This is not us controlling the power of our risen Lord in our prayers, but it is 

our lives fully surrendered through abiding in Jesus the True Vine and drawing strength and 

direction from him so that our prayers are transformed into prayers that come from the very will 

of Christ. These are prayers of pure love, prayers that Jesus will accomplish as we bear fruit.  

Pray with me:  Lord, bring us to abiding life in you. Help us to become branches that are 

abiding in you and are filled with the power, strength, and love that allow us to be those who 

produce fruit. Lord, help us to surrender our will more fully to you and to bring forth the fruit of 

love in this place. Lord, send your Spirit to guide us to continue Jesus’ mission to share the Good 

News right here, right now.  Amen 

 

 


