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From the Pastor:  
The Rev. John C. Wright 

 
 

John 16:13 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will 
glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 

I like this passage from Jesus’ last discourse in the Gospel of John. Here, Jesus tells us the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of truth, will come. This is not an IF He comes, but a WHEN He comes. We should be confident 
that if we are open to the Holy Spirit and are seeking to follow Jesus as our Lord, then the Spirit of truth will 
come. We should be ready for the arrival of the Holy Spirit, and we should be aware of what happens when 
the Holy Spirit is poured into our lives. We should also be aware of what happens to us when the Holy Spirit 
comes and be prepared to recognize His arrival. For the next quarter, how about if we all commit to pray 
for the Holy Spirit to be poured out into our church and into the community? Make a note in your devotion 
book and find time, even just a few minutes each day, to pray and ask Jesus to send the Spirit of truth to 
guide us into all truth. 

We should be aware that when the Holy Spirit comes, there may be initial manifestations that we 
are not used to experiencing. When God is present with us and comes fresh into our lives, we should expect 
new and exciting things to happen to us and around us. We also need to be aware of what happens when 
we are touched by the Holy Spirit. Let me remind us of four aspects of the Spirit’s touch that are always 
present in a believer’s life when he or she receives the Spirit. 

First, when the Spirit touches us, we are always given a hunger for Jesus. Whatever manifestation 
that the pouring out of the Holy Spirit may bring to a person initially, this aspect of the Spirit’s touch is 
always present, a greater hunger to know more about Jesus Christ, a growing desire to be more like Jesus, 
and a desire to grow closer to Him. This is the sure sign that a person has been touched by the Holy Spirit. 
Very often this hunger is seen in the life of a believer as a new desire to be in the Scriptures, seeking to 
know the Word of God as seen in the life of Jesus, the Word made flesh. If your heart has a desire to read 
the Bible or to join a Bible study, I suspect that the Holy Spirit is working in your life, calling you to a deeper 
walk with Christ. 

Second, a touch of the Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin. A touch of the Spirit will make us aware of 
the sin that remains in our lives. But, with such a conviction comes the power of the refiner’s fire to cleanse 
us of our sin and change us to be more like Jesus. This is the power that frees us from our sin and releases 
us into abundant life in Christ. 

Third, a touch of the Holy Spirit awakens the desire in our hearts to share the Good News with others. 
This aspect of the touch of the Holy Spirit also empowers us to boldly proclaim the Good News. This is the 
power that allows a fisherman to stand up in a crowd of thousands and share the good news of Jesus Christ 
with them. A touch of the Holy Spirit brings this same desire and power to all whom He touches. 

Fourth and finally, a touch of the Holy Spirit brings change. This is the power to change our hard 
hearts – our hearts of stone – to hearts God can use to share His love with other believers and with all 
people, even our enemies and those who persecute us. The touch of the Holy Spirit changes our desires 
from self-love to love of Jesus Christ, seen as a fresh desire to love God and love our neighbor. 

So, let’s pray and ask Jesus to send the Holy Spirit and see what happens! Spend a few minutes in 
reflection as you start praying for the coming of the Holy Spirit and see if you can identify times in your life 
when you see some or all these aspects of the touch of the Holy Spirit in your own life. Share those times 
with each other and encourage one another to be open to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 



 
You are invited to 

Fairfields 230th Anniversary Celebration! 
Beginning at 10:30 a.m.  

Sunday, August 25, 2019 
 

Did you know that Fairfields Church was founded less than four months after George 
Washington was inaugurated for his first term as President of the United States? The 
inauguration was on April 30, 1789. Fairfields dates its ministry to August 11, 1789. 

On August 25, 2019, Fairfields will be joined by Afton UMC and Galilee UMC in 
celebration of 230 years of serving God and witnessing for Jesus in this community. All persons 
who have been a part of this ministry are invited to come together to celebrate the past and to 
anticipate ways that God will call upon us to serve Him and carry out His will in the future. 

The day will feature praise and thanksgiving for God’s gifts to the ministry, music by a 
special reunion choir, and other special offerings, a meal together, and remembrances of the 
past. 

The Rev. Charles Bates, who was recently installed as the District Superintendent for the 
Rappahannock River District of the UMC, will provide the message for the day. Rev. Bates has 
served as pastor of Galilee UMC in the past, and we welcome his return to the Northern Neck 
for our special event. 

 

Fairfields UMC 230th Anniversary Reflections and Memories  
 

As we celebrate our 230th anniversary, the Fairfields congregation is grateful to the Lord 
for His bounty, to our founding fathers and mothers, to those who have served and worshipped 
here over the years, and to the congregation for continuing a caring community of faith. 

You are invited to share a reflection or memory of your time at Fairfields church. It can 
be a time when you first attended the church, a special event that lingers in your memory, or a 
special person whom you remember. Include the approximate date of the memory as well as 
the name of the pastor who was serving at the time, if possible. Three by five index cards will 
be available to record your memory. Use both sides if you wish. We look forward to displaying 
the memories at the celebration. Please turn in the cards as soon as you can, but no later than 
Sunday, August 11th. There will be a basket in the social hall for the cards, or you may drop 
them in the offering plate.  

Please contact Judy Mooers or Barbara Hays if you have memories to share but cannot 
get to church to fill out a card, or if you have other ideas or photos to share. 



 

 
Annual Conference 2019 Summary 
Submitted by Pastor John Wright 

 

  Bishop Sharma Lewis remains on medical leave, but interim Bishop Peter Weaver kicked off the 2019 
Annual Conference by reminding delegates of Bishop Lewis’ vision for the Virginia Annual Conference: We are 
to strive to be “Disciples of Jesus Christ who are lifelong learners who influence others to serve.” 
  Annual Conference is where the business of the Virginia United Methodist Churches is conducted each 
year.  This year’s Conference was held in Roanoke, Virginia, June 20 – 22.  Every four years the Conference elects 
a new slate of clergy and laity to represent the Virginia Conference at the next General Conference, planned for 
May 2020. General Conference is the forum in the United Methodist Church whereby the rules for church 
governance for all the Methodist churches worldwide are developed or modified.  Each Annual Conference 
elects delegates to participate in the process of governance, and that was the first order of business 
accomplished this year in Roanoke.  Elections were completed for 2020 delegates on Thursday, the first day of 
Annual Conference. 
     On Friday morning, the Conference closed or discontinued six churches in five districts and introduced 
two new faith communities and their pastors.  This was both a sad time and an exciting time.  There were also 
nine motions for consideration by the Annual Conference.  Of the nine motions, there was only time to discuss 
and act on six. 

Motion 1 - "Balancing Lay and Clergy Membership of the Annual Conference" by G. Kirk Nave: Each year, 
there are approximately 200 more lay delegates attending the Virginia Annual Conference session than clergy 
delegates. The goal of the conference is to have equal numbers of clergy and laity voting. Because many retired 
pastors do not attend Annual Conference, this has resulted in more laity than clergy.  This motion would require 
the District Superintendents to contact retired pastors to determine if they plan to attend and then to set the 
number of lay delegates to Annual Conference based on that number. The motion was passed. 

Motion 2 - "Motion to Delay" by Joshua Blakely: “I move that we, the Virginia Annual Conference, 
encourage Bishop Weaver and Bishop Lewis, and other members of the Conference Leadership team to, as an 
act of grace, delay any inquiry of the official conduct of clergy members (¶604.4) related to chargeable offenses 
outlined in the Discipline (¶2702.1.a-b) related to LGBTQIA+ clergy, LGBTQIA+ clergy candidates, and same-
gender weddings until after the General Conference 2020.” This motion was questioned as out of order as it 
seemed to ask the Bishop and Cabinet not to enforce the Discipline.  After legal guidance was sought, it was 
pointed out that the motion only “encouraged” and did not have a legal impact to the current Discipline. After 
this discussion, the motion was passed. 
  Motion 3 - "Removal of Incompatibility Language" by the Rev. Sara Keeling. The motion prevailed. This 
motion will be forwarded to the General Conference for consideration in 2020 and will become part of the 
legislation that delegates will consider. 

Motion 4 - "Removal of Incompatibility Language for Ministry" by the Rev. Sara Keeling. The motion 
prevailed. This motion will also be forwarded to the General Conference for consideration in 2020 and will 
become part of the legislation that delegates will consider. 

Motion 5 - "Removal of Incompatibility Language for Chargeable Offenses" by the Rev. Sara Keeling.  The 
motion prevailed. This motion will also be forwarded to the General Conference for consideration in 2020 and 
will become part of the legislation that delegates will consider. 



Motion 6 - "Amicable Separation and the Multiplication of Ministries" by the Rev. H.O. 'Tom' Thomas. 
This motion would have allowed churches that disagree with the UMC Discipline to separate from the UMC 
under an amicable separation. That action would generally require churches to pay a fair share of the unfunded 
liabilities of the church on a prorated basis and to separate with their property.  The motion failed and will not 
be forwarded from the Virginia Annual Conference to 2020 General Conference. 
      In other services during the Annual Conference, sixteen people were ordained elders, three were 
ordained deacons, thirteen were commissioned as provisional members, one was recognized for orders, one 
associate member was recognized, and twenty-four were licensed as local pastors. 
      This year’s Kits for Conference collection required the addition of a third tractor trailer due to the great 
influx of kits. These kits will be transferred to Mission Central warehouse in Pennsylvania for distribution by 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief). Annual Conference members brought 51,202 disaster relief 
kits for UMCOR to Conference. Kit collection also included 36,296 hygiene kits, 14,243 school kits, and 663 flood 
buckets. In addition, attendees of Annual Conference contributed almost 10,000 pounds of canned goods and 
boxed dry foods as part of the "4 Cans 4 Conference" drive. 
      The 2020 budget was approved for $31,450,000, a reduction of $165,000 from the 2019 budget. At last 
count, $90,000 was collected for the Conference offering. The offering was divided amongst the following: Africa 
University Student Scholarships, Cambodia Pastors Leadership Training, Mozambique Lay Leadership Training, 
Brazil’s “Shade and Fresh Water” children’s program, and a Just Neighbors Matching Funds Grant for Immigrant 
Legal Counsel. 
    On Saturday the appointments were announced, and I have been reappointed to the Northumberland 
Charge for another year.  This year’s Annual Conference included several members from the Northumberland 
Charge, including Barbara Hays, Brant Hays, Judith Mooers, and Kay Wright.  If you have questions about Annual 
Conference, please contact the church office or talk with any of the representatives from the Charge.  

<Source of information for this summary is from the VAUMC web page article.> 
_______________________________ 

 

 
 

The Rev. John C. Wright, current pastor of The Northumberland Charge,  

with the Rev. John R. Jones, former pastor of The Northumberland Charge (2007-2012).  

The Rev. Jones and his wife Sherry returned to Afton UMC for the Homecoming service  

on Sunday, June 2, 2019. Rev. Jones brought the Word of God and assisted in the service. 



A United Methodist Quiz: Dads Edition  
Produced by United Methodist Communications in Nashville, Tennessee  

Reprinted with permission 
 

1. True or False: Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, has no recorded words in Scripture. 
The answer is true. Most of what is written about Joseph is in the first two chapters of Matthew and the second 
and third chapters of Luke. Although we read of the obedience and strength of character of Joseph, nowhere in 
the New Testament do we find his spoken words. 
 

2. What was the first name of John Wesley’s father, who served as a pastor in the Church of England? 
The answer is Samuel. A graduate of the University of Oxford, Samuel Wesley was a writer, poet, and pastor in 
the Church of England. He and his wife Susanna had 19 children. The children were taught reading, morals, and 
religion. As a young man, John Wesley was forced to make a difficult decision between an offer from his father 
and his calling to America. 
 

3. Which dad was the longest serving bishop in The United Methodist Church? 
The answer is Bishop Emilio J. M. de Carvalho, who was the first African to serve as president of the United 
Methodist Council of Bishops from 1991 to 1992. He studied in Brazil and the U.S., where he was ordained deacon 
at the Wisconsin Annual Conference. He returned to Angola, and in 1972 was elected to the episcopacy.  
 

4. When were the first United Methodist father and daughter ordained together? 
The answer is 2016. The Rev. Alan Nagel got the best early Father’s Day present when he was ordained at the 
same time as his daughter, the Rev. Tiffany Nagel Monroe. In fact, it was the third such blessing, since father 
and daughter also received their commissioning for ministry together and graduated together from the same 
seminary: the Saint Paul School of Theology. 
 

5. True or false: The first Father’s Day church service was held at a Methodist church. 
The correct answer is true. The small town of Fairmont, West Virginia boasts the first Father’s Day service in the 
U.S., held on July 5, 1908. The inspiration for the event was the deadliest coal-mining accident in American 
history.  
 

6. What Methodist daughter first proposed an official day to honor fathers? 
The correct answer is Sonora Smart Dodd. After listening to a Mother’s Day sermon, Sonora Smart Dodd wanted 
to honor her father, William, who was a widower farmer raising six children by himself. The city of Spokane, 
Washington celebrated Father’s Day for the first time on June 19, 1920, William Smart’s birthday. 
 

7. What is the oldest Methodist structure in Pennsylvania, named after one of the founding fathers of 
The United Methodist Church? 
The correct answer is Boehm’s Chapel, which is named after Martin Boehm, who became a leader of the United 
Brethren in Christ, a predecessor of the UMC. Born in 1725 in Pennsylvania Dutch country, Martin Boehm was 
the father of eight children. He felt uneasy in his role as pastor until a personal experience with God led him to 
preach to larger crowds in the area. Boehm donated land to the Methodists to build a church, now called Boehm’s 
Chapel. 
 

8. Who is remembered as the “Father of Methodist Missions”? 
The correct answer is Thomas Coke, who was an English priest and a contemporary of John Wesley and president 
of the Methodist Church in Ireland. Missionary work was in his blood, and he visited America nine times. In 1784, 
Coke was appointed first bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America along with Francis Asbury. His 
travels also took him to the West Indies, Sierra Leone, and Gibraltar. 
 



9. Which U.S. president signed the law that made Father’s Day a federal holiday? 
The correct answer is Richard M. Nixon. Woodrow Wilson approved the idea of Father’s Day, Calvin Coolidge 
publicly supported the idea of a national Father’s Day in the U.S., and Lyndon Johnson issued a proclamation in 
support of the holiday. However, Father’s Day wasn’t a permanent holiday until Richard Nixon signed it into law 
in 1972. Mother’s Day became official in 1914.  

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Fairfields and Afton United Methodist Churches will join to host Vacation 

Bible School in the Activities Building at Fairfields Monday, July 29th through 

Friday, August 2nd. All children ages 4 through 12 are invited to a fun-filled 

morning of learning, playing, singing, and creating. The sessions will begin at 

9:00 a.m. and end at 11:30 a.m. The sessions will also be a 5-Day Club®, 

using the teachings that have been prepared by Child Evangelism Fellowship®. 

The subject this year is Jesus My Savior and Friend. The Bible lessons for the 

five days are as follows: 

Monday - Jesus forgives the sin of a paralyzed man 

Tuesday - Jesus calms a terrible storm 

Wednesday - Jesus shows love to a Samaritan woman 

Thursday - Jesus heals the centurion’s servant 

Friday – Jesus challenges a rich young man 

The missionary story for the week will be about Hudson Taylor, the 19th 

century British apostle to inland China. 

Please support this program with your prayers. Also, please invite children 

in your neighborhood and your family to come and enjoy the learning and 

fellowship. 

All of the parents and members of the churches are invited to attend a 

program by the children followed by a potluck lunch beginning at 11:00 a.m. on 

Friday, August 2nd. 

                        



 
 

 A New Prayer Park at Afton UMC! 
 

Need a tranquil place to pray, think, or chat with a friend? Well, there is such a place at 
Afton UMC in Ophelia. It’s the Afton UMC Prayer Park, which will be dedicated immediately 
following the Afton UMC worship service on Sunday, July 28th.  

The park features two acacia wood benches and four cement benches. The acacia wood 
benches were chosen for the wood’s significant characteristics in that it is resistant to mold, 
mildew, and rot. Additionally, God instructed Moses to use this wood for several items of the 
Tabernacle, including the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25). The Prayer Park is covered by a 
pergola that lets in the sun and air but does give some protection with modest shade. In the 
center of the prayer park is a four-foot angel statue with roses. The surroundings of the park 
are landscaped with flowers and plants as designed by Liz McAvoy.  You’ll currently see dwarf 
Nandina, loropetalum, day lilies, coreopsis, dwarf Hinoki pine, vinca, Black-eyed Susan, and 
zinnias. The atmosphere is relaxing, allowing you to have clarity of thought. From the 
different seating arrangements, your view can be that of the three wooden crosses, the church 
with its tall steeple and cross atop, or the airstrip. You may even be lucky enough to see a 
small plane take off or land.  

The Prayer Park was designed by Bob Pangle in memory of his wife Sonja, who loved 
flowers and prayer. The construction of the cement pad was completed by Nat Campbell and 
team. The pergola was built with expertise from Jerry Payne, Barry Martin, Bob James, and 
Everette Hanson.  

The prayer park is open to all. It’s right there on Hack’s Neck Road on church property. 
Ample parking is available. “I encourage all to use it,” says Bob. “Pray to the Lord. Reach out 
to Jesus. Peace be with you! “ 



 
 

Afton Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
 

The Afton Tuesday evening Bible 
Study has completed a study of the book of 
Psalms and moved to the New Testament 
and the Book of Romans. The group will be 
using a study guide written by Dr. Ben 
Witherington III. The study is produced by 
Seedbed, which states the goal of the study 
as follows: 

* Gain a more in-depth, scholarly 
understanding of the Book of Romans 
*  Be challenged by the relationship 
between sin, the law, and the sacrifice 
of Jesus when he “paid it all” 
* Learn about the significance of 
where Paul begins to speak of the Holy 
Spirit in his letter and what that means 
for our lives today 
 

Also, Seedbed includes the following 
information about the Romans study: 
 
 
 

 
“The book of Romans is considered by many 
to be the apostle Paul’s greatest written 
work. In this OneBook Daily-Weekly, noted 
New Testament scholar Dr. Ben 
Witherington III leads learners to grow in 
knowledge and faith as they begin to 
discover the enormous breadth and depth of 
the scripture contained therein. Over the 
course of twelve weeks, this poignant study 
will guide students toward holy love, 
revealing more of Christ through deeper 
understanding.” 
 

Please plan to come and join us at 
Afton as we look at the Book of Romans. The 
study meets from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays. We tend not to travel at the 
suggested 12-week pace, so we will be in the 
Book of Romans for several months. 

                
 

From your friendly Treasurer 

 
     While stewardship of our assets is 
important, good stewardship of our natural 
resources is imperative. Fairfields has had  
several water bills lately that have been 
extremely high! When we checked on it, we 

found that toilets or faucets had been 
running for a while! Since no one is in some 
parts of the facilities (church and activities 
building) for several days to several weeks at 
a time, this can really add up and is a waste 
of water. Please make sure when you leave 
the kitchen or bathroom that all facilities 
are shut off completely. Just an extra few 
seconds and double checks will save us a lot 
of money!  
     Thank you!  



Afton United Methodist Women News & Events 
 

 

 

 
  

          L-R: Betty Appleby, Diane Mahan, Linda Gallihugh, 

                               Kay Wright, Pastor John Wright, & Judy Jett 

              A table laden with home baked goodies!  

  

 The Afton United Methodist Women held their Bake Sale Fundraiser on 

Saturday, April 20th at Allison's Ace Hardware in Lottsburg. It's a perfect spot, as it is a 

very busy store, and we carried nothing back with us because we sold out! Well, we did do a 

little shopping of our own; after all, we are our own best customers! A big THANK YOU 

to all the ladies (and gentlemen!) who baked and those in the congregation who also 

contributed! We made $943.50 to be used to support our local missions!  Even though the 

weather looked threatening as we were setting up, the day turned out bright and sunny. We 

met lots of people and had many opportunities to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
_______________________________ 

 

Share Your Voice – Participate in the Conference Communications Survey 
A Message from Jill Gaynor, President of the Board of Communications 

 

 The mission of the Conference Communications Office is to provide you with the 
Virginia Conference information you need, including Conference news and events, updates 
from the Bishop, information on training opportunities, and local missionary stories. Our goal 
is to provide you with the information you want to see through the communications channels 
that are most helpful to you. We have created a short communications survey to get your 
feedback so we can learn how to serve you better. Please visit www.VAUMC.org/survey to 
take the survey. The survey will remain open until July 31, 2019. 

http://www.vaumc.org/survey


    

Mark your calendar for the Free Movie Night at Fairfields UMC! 
Movie Night is every third Friday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the Fairfields 

Fellowship Hall. Join us for food, fellowship,  
and an inspirational or entertaining family movie! 

 

  
Complimentary Popcorn, Pizza, and Drinks!! 

(The pizza is courtesy of T & J’s Dairy Barn in Burgess!) 
_______________________________ 

 

The United Methodist Men (UMM) gather at 8:30 a.m. on the last Saturday of the 
month for breakfast and a meeting. The location alternates between Fairfields 

and Afton churches. 
All men of Afton and Fairfields (and their guests) are welcome! 

 

 
 

Numerous men from both Fairfields and Afton churches were recently honored for their 
“dedicated service and endless time given to God’s Church.”   

Their names are engraved on plaques which hang in the two churches.  
Pictured L-R are Wayne Parrish, Charlie Valentine (holding the Fairfields plaque),  

Bob Matthews, and Brant Hays – UMM President. 
_______________________________ 

 

Please come to a Northumberland Charge Healing Service  

at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 14th at Fairfields UMC. 

 



 

   
July/August/September Birthdays  

 

God of all creation, we offer You grateful praise for the gift of life. Hear the prayers for your servants named 
below who recall the days of their birth and rejoice in Your gifts of life, love, family, friends, and faith.  

Bless them with Your presence and surround them with Your love that they may enjoy many happy years,  
all of them pleasing to You. We ask this through Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

July birthdays  
Carol Cockrell 
Fran Gaskins 
Jill White 
Danny Crabbe 
Faye Johnson 
Mia Elizabeth Gano 
Al Hall 
Charlie Valentine 
Sophia Sapanara Gano 
Val Lumsden 
Brooks Dameron 
Mary Lou Alexander 
Charlotte Parrish 
 
 

August birthdays  
Jan Bean 
Betty Appleby 
Katherine Jones 
Jessica Rogers 
Susan Heath 
John Miles 

August birthdays continued 
Kaylyn Brown 
Linda Gallihugh 
Mary Priscilla Cockrell 
Lenny Gaskins 
Andy Cockrell 
Dottie Robertson Longest 
Richard Davis 
Judy Hall 
Gail Pitmon 
 
September birthdays 
Austin Clarke 
Mike Roe 
Bettie Hillman 
Charlotte Braxton 
Tonya Creasy 
Kevin Lowe 
Janie Atkinson 
Anne Holland 
Ann Kyker 
Bobby Rogers 
 



Nelia Tingle Fellowship 

 
The Nelia Tingle Fellowship 

hosted its famous Roast Beef Dinner in 

April, and it was a huge success! With 

the proceeds, Nelia Tingle is able 

continue to support several mission 

projects including Monkey in My Chair, 

which helps young cancer patients stay 

connected to their school classmates. 

Also, proceeds will go to the Bethania 

Kids Homes in India, which are greatly 

in need, to our own Sophia Sapanara 

who will go on a mission trip in July, and 

to other worthy mission projects.  

Nelia Tingle will sponsor a 

churchwide picnic on Saturday, 

September 7th at the Mallard Bay 

clubhouse beginning at noon. Everyone 

in the Northumberland Charge is 

cordially invited and encouraged to 

bring a bathing suit as the swimming 

pool will still be open on that date. 

Nelia Tingle will provide meat for 

grilling. Everyone is asked to bring a 

side dish, appetizer, or dessert to 

share.  

Nelia Tingle meets at Fairfields 

every second Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

from October to June. All are welcome! 
 

Jill Davis,  

President – Nelia Tingle Fellowship 

 

Indoor Yard Sales 

 
 

       Fairfields has conducted several 

indoor yard sales this year including a 

very successful one in March. The 

proceeds from the sales were used to 

tile the floor in the Activities Building. 

The next indoor yard sale will be at the 

Fall Festival on Saturday, September 

28th. Items will be accepted beginning 

late August or early September. Please 

look around your house and garage for 

items in very good condition and call 

Jill Davis (580-8127) if you wish to 

donate or need more information. 
 

The Covington-Hurst 

Education Fund (CHEF) 

 

On Sunday, July 7th, CHEF 

awarded scholarships to five very 

deserving local students. In the 

approximately fifteen years of its 

existence, CHEF has awarded over 

$90,000 in scholarships. Most of the 

recipients have excelled, and many 

have returned to the area to work. 

Thank you to all who have contributed 

over the years! 



A Brand Plucked 
May 24th: A Hinge of History 

An article on John Wesley  
written by the Rev. Tom Thomas and 
reprinted with permission from the 

Crossroads Newsletter of  
The Evangelical Fellowship of Virginia. 

     
 

John Wesley’s journey is a well-worn 
track for Methodists. It needs to remain so. 
The triumph of Jesus’ saving grace we want 
ever before us. It is a theme we must sing 
before our children and children’s children. 
Since May 24th is upon us, let me recite it 
with you once again. 

At age 23, John Benjamin Wesley read 
Bishop Jeremy Taylor’s book, Rules and 
Exercises of Holy Living and Dying. It deeply 
affected him. He said, “Instantly I resolved to 
dedicate all my life to God, all my thoughts 
and words and actions.” The next year he 
read the Catholic monk Thomas `a Kempis’s 
book The Imitation of Christ. There he saw 
that to give his life to God meant giving “my 
heart, yea, all my heart to him.” John Wesley 
became what is called a “f-a-n-a-t-i-c!” Same 
thing, a “Methodist”! (Twenty-first century 
Methodism is trying to live it down.) 
Theologian Albert Outler argued the 1725 
event was John Wesley’s conversion.  

Granted, it was a change. 
Nevertheless, it was neither the relational 
change of justification nor a new birth from 
above. Dedicating his life to God meant to 
Wesley becoming an Olympic, religious 
athlete/monk (like Simeon Stylites, the 

first-century ascetic monk who lived on a 
small platform on top of a pillar for 37 
years). John Wesley was dead serious about 
bringing all of himself – all thoughts, all 
words, and all actions – and then some – into 
perfect conformity with religious 
righteousness – a.k.a. the rich, young ruler.  

His brother Charles and another 
friend Robert Kirkham responded to Oxford 
University’s Vice-Chancellor’s call for 
students to keep university rules. What a 
novel idea! They started a club to answer the 
Vice-Chancellor’s call. John soon became its 
leader. The club aimed at nothing short of 
“perfection.” They kept track of every hour’s 
activity – was it done to God’s glory? They 
read the Greek New Testament; fasted; 
prayed continually; took Communion once a 
week; visited prisoners in the Oxford jail 
(we visited the cell in the 1980’s); and went 
to daily worship. Fellow students called out 
‘nerd alert’: here comes the “the Holy Club”, 
the “Bible Moths”, and the “Methodists” – I 
think a pun. Methodius was a ninth-century 
church father and the Methodists followed a 
stringent, methodical, Christian discipline. 

Meanwhile, things were not going 
particularly well vocationally with John. 
Some parents were reluctant to send their 
sons to him even though he served as a tutor 
of Lincoln College, Oxford. They didn’t want 
oddball, “Mr. Primitive Christianity” to teach 
their children. Also, his brief experience of 
pastoring a church was lackluster. 

When the invitation came to go to 
Georgia as a missionary, he was ready for a 
‘New World.’ He would oversee the English 
colonists and evangelize the Indians. In 
crossing the Atlantic, Wesley’s tiny ship, the 
Simmonds, encountered a raging hurricane. 
Waves vaulted the ship and smacked its 
wooden hull. Each time the waves hit, John 
Wesley thought the ship would be dashed 
into a thousand pieces. The turmoil was not 
just outside. Inside, he asked himself, “Why 



are you so afraid to die? ... How is it that thou 
hast no faith?” 

Meanwhile, the German Moravians on 
board quietly served the passengers and 
calmly sang through the valley of the 
shadow of death. They were on their way to 
Georgia to escape religious persecution. 
After the storm, John Wesley asked a 
Moravian, “Was you not afraid?” “Thank 
God, no,” was the answer. “How about your 
women and children?” The Moravian 
answered, ‘No, they are not afraid to die.” 

When John arrived in Georgia, 
Moravian leader August Spangenberg asked 
him point blank a question he had never 
considered. “Do you know Jesus Christ?” he 
asked. John Wesley paused. Then he said, “I 
know he is the Saviour of the world.” 
Spangenberg shot back, “But do you know 
He has saved YOU?” “I hope He died to save 
me” said Wesley. “But do you know 
yourself?” Spangenberg insisted. “I do,” said 
Wesley. He later confessed, “But, I fear those 
were vain words.” Indeed. 

Undaunted, still hot from the Holy 
Club culture, Wesley was determined to 
make the American colonists into an Oxford 
Holy Club – an admixture of Catholicism and 
Protestantism. The colony would not. A 
friend told John, “They [the parishioners] 
say they are Protestants, but as for you, they 
cannot tell what religion you are of; they 
never heard of such before.” 

In the meantime, John Wesley formed 
a close attachment to the magistrate’s niece, 
Sophia Hopkey. Long story short, she 
married another man. So, John Wesley 
refused to serve her Communion because he 
said she had deceived him and had not 
repented of it. Her uncle the magistrate 
served a warrant for Wesley’s arrest. One 
night, John Wesley quietly slinked away 
through the Georgia swamps. A return to 
England sounded pretty good. So much for 
being a missionary. 

Sailing home, John was dejected. He 
had lost a potential wife. His congregation 
was not “holy” – just irate. His rigorous 
religion was giving him cold comfort. “I have 
a fair summer religion,” he confessed to 
himself. “Let death look me in the face, and 
my spirit is troubled” … “I have a sin of fear, 
that when I’ve spun my last thread, I shall 
perish on the shore!” He mused, “I went to 
America to convert the Indians, but, oh, who 
shall convert me!” 

He could not by all the rigors of self-
denial, prayers, fasting, and good works 
make himself acceptable to God. After all his 
strenuous, spiritual athletics, he couldn’t rid 
himself of sin and guilt. Should he die, he 
feared meeting God. 

A couple of months after returning to 
England, in March 1738, he wrote in his 
journal, “I was, on Sunday the 5th, clearly 
convinced of unbelief, of the want of that 
faith whereby alone we are saved.” 
Moravian Peter Bohler counseled him to 
preach faith until he received it. (The 
Moravian Lutheran, yes, the Protestant 
understanding of justifying faith is that it is 
a gift which God gives and one receives. One 
may decide for it, but God sends faith in his 
own time.) In April, John Wesley realized he 
was a sinner without recourse. Several 
times he wept privately over his state. By 
now, he had no intellectual objections to the 
nature of evangelical faith. He accepted it as 
a sure trust in God that through the merits 
of Christ, one’s sins are forgiven and one is 
reconciled to God’s favor. However, John 
wondered, was saving faith instantaneous, 
like the Moravians claimed? He studied 
Scripture and concluded it was 
instantaneous. But was it for today? 
Moravian leader Peter Bohler gave him 
many current witnesses who testified to it. 
He was beat out of that retreat.  

On May 24, 1738, two hundred 
eighty-one years ago, in London, John 



Wesley, after soul searching, Bible study, 
discussion with the Moravians, and a great 
sense of his spiritual lack before God, went 
very unwillingly to a religious, house group 
meeting in Aldersgate Street, London. (Nazi 
bombing destroyed the house in WW II.) At 
about quarter to nine, someone was reading 
Martin Luther’s Preface to the Letter of St. 
Paul to the Romans. As Luther was 
describing the change which God works in 
the heart through faith in Christ, John 
Wesley felt his “heart strangely warmed.” 
He said, “I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 
alone for salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken away my sins, 
even MINE, and saved ME from the law of 
sin and death.” 

Once providentially plucked from a 
bedroom in flames, he now was rescued 
from the fires of God’s wrath. As a child, he 
was helpless to get out of his flaming room. 
Now he was helpless to make himself 
righteous. Two men had to snatch him out of 
his childhood inferno. Only JESUS’ mercy in 
the atoning cross could save him from his 
sin. Only Jesus could declare him acceptable 
to God. 

Wesley scholars will forever debate 
the nature of the Aldersgate event. Was it 
more assurance of faith than justifying faith? 
The bottom line is that night in a room on 
Aldersgate Street, John Wesley’s inner, 
spiritual ear heard Christ forgive him and 
accept him. He went from knowing Jesus as 
Exemplar to knowing Jesus as Savior. He no 
longer trusted in his own but in Jesus’ 
merits. Aldersgate is the landmark that 
notes a change in status having occurred in 
John Wesley’s life: once a child of this world 
he was now a child of God; once guilty he 
was now forgiven; once unrighteous he was 
now declared righteous. Now John Wesley 
knew the living, resurrected Jesus Christ. 

Aldersgate was the hinge of John 
Wesley’s life. Without it, we his descendants 

in the faith would not be here to retell it, or 
to testify to our own similar Aldersgates. 
Our hope is that our children and children’s 
children will not only be retelling his and 
our stories, but their own as well. 
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     The Afton UMW was treated to a 

special program by Wendy Oesterling, 

Director of Development for Bethania Kids 

and a friend of Barbara Hays. Bethania Kids 

is a Christian mission in India for homeless 

children.  

Barbara, Wendy, and Chef Lenny 

Gaskins cooked a delicious Indian chicken 

curry meal for all to enjoy following the 

presentation!  

 
 Both Afton and Fairfields have sent 

financial support to the Bethania 

Foundation. For more information, please go 

to www.Bethaniakids.org.     

http://www.bethaniakids.org/

