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From the Pastor:
The Rev. John C. Wright

Welcome to the first edition of the new Northumberland Charge newsletter! We have
been discussing restarting this publication for a while at both churches; the date has arrived,
and we are off and running, so to speak. Don’t worry if you did not get your article ready for
this first edition; we will be working on the next version very shortly. The current plan is to send
out quarterly newsletters and see if that frequency will support the needs of the Charge. For
this first edition I wanted to provide you with an overview of the Special General Conference.
On Saturday, February 23, 2019, the delegates of the General Conference gathered in St.
Louis and spent a day praying and worshiping. Delegates from all over the world together
climbed the mountain and spent time with Jesus and each other in prayer and worship. On
Sunday they descended the mountain and took up the work that they had come to do for the
United Methodist church. It did not take long for them to come down from their mountaintop
time of being with God to a valley experience of struggling to love each other. By the end of the
meeting on Tuesday, votes were cast, decisions were made, and most had descended fully from
the mountaintop into the world of church politics. After the votes, demonstrators entered the
room, and emotions overflowed into hurt, pain and confusion.
Let me summarize some of the actions. First, let me remind us of the focus of this
discussion. The current Book of Discipline (BOD) -- the rules that we, as Methodists, agree to
follow -- states the following:
“We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God.
All persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as
the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God,
with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of
homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that
God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming,
forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. We implore families and
churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves
to be in ministry for and with all persons.” (2012 BOD)
This is the “incompatibility clause” and it drives current Methodist understanding of
sexuality. At the top level, the Special General Conference was about the removal of this
statement, its related paragraphs in the Book of Discipline, and ministry considering those edits
to our church law. At a deeper level, the meeting was about how we as Methodists will interpret
scripture. Let me share with you the results from the meeting:
The One Church Plan was defeated by a vote of 45.4% for and 54.6% against.
The Traditional Plan was adopted by a vote of 53.3% for and 46.7% against.
An exit path was adopted by a vote of 51.85% for to 48.15% against.

The exit path is not the easy, complete path that was needed, but it does provide a means
for churches who vote that they cannot stay to exit the denomination with their property, as I
understand it. The Traditional Plan was adopted, which means the above statement from the
BOD and its associated context in the rest of the BOD, but it lacks many amendments that were
blocked which are needed to make it fully constitutional and fully effective to hold accountable
those who choose not to follow the Discipline. The One Church Plan was defeated twice, once
in the legislative session and a second time as the minority report in a very emotionally charged
session on the last day. I cannot tell you at this time how this will play out over the coming days,
weeks and months. You can see for yourselves by the closeness of the votes that our
denomination is deeply divided on this issue. The next review of the verbiage will come from
the Judicial Council, which is scheduled to meet April 24-25, 2019. The Council will review the
constitutionality of the adopted version of the plan. You can find details on all of these items on
the vaumc.org website under 2019 General Conference.
As your pastor, I am encouraged that the church is seeking to move forward with a
traditional understanding of scripture to minister to all people. I am looking forward to seeing
how God will continue to work in this denomination and in this church of people who call
themselves United Methodists. Please continue to be in prayer for the people who call
themselves United Methodist in the coming days. Please pray that God will guide the UM church
as it goes forward into God’s mission. Ask God to give wisdom to the leadership of the church
as they implement the Traditional Plan. Above all, pray that God will guide us into His mission
to all people.

Virginia Conference News

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis announced on March 4th, during her “State of the
Church” address that focused on General Conference 2019, that she will be on medical
leave for six months effective immediately. In late December 2018, Bishop Lewis
underwent hip surgery and then had an additional surgery in January. This made her
unable to attend General Conference in St. Louis from February 23rd-26th.
Lewis shared that she will have to undergo two additional surgeries due to
ongoing complications related to her original hip surgery. The first was scheduled for
March 7th. The medical leave is at the strong recommendation of her doctors.
“To take six months off will be hard, but I have got to get well,” Lewis said.
In Lewis’ absence, Bishop Peter D. Weaver will oversee the Virginia Annual
Conference as interim bishop.
Cards and well wishes may be sent to Bishop Lewis c/o Terri Biggins, P.O. Box
5606, Glen Allen, Virginia 23058-5606.

DISASTER ASSISTANCE

First Responders, Early Response
Teams (ERTs) and United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) Teams:
What are they? What do they do? How can I
help? Where does the United Methodist
Church (UMC) fit?
On March 3, 2019, an EF-4 tornado
with winds in excess of 170 mph tore through
Lee County, Alabama leaving a swath of
damage that is reported to be nearly 1 mile
wide and 24 miles long. As of the evening of
March 4, the press reported that 23 persons
are dead; dozens of people are still missing;
and the death toll is expected to rise.
When a disaster such as this tornado
occurs, how does a community recover? How
do individuals recover? How can I help?
There are three phases of response for
emergency situations: rescue, relief, and
recovery. Each phase is summarized below.
At the onset of an emergency situation,
trained civilian and military personnel known
as First Responders are dispatched
immediately and remain on site as long as the
State of Emergency exists. These fire, police,
rescue and National Guard members focus on
combing through rubble to save lives,
extinguishing fires, setting up shelters, and
protecting the devastated community. First
Responders have been trained specifically for
rescue; well-meaning individuals with good
intentions to help can be most effective by
staying away from the area until the State of
Emergency has been lifted and preparing for
the upcoming relief and recovery phases.
After the State of Emergency has been
lifted, the relief phase gets underway, and
Early Response Teams travel to the affected

area after invitations are issued. ERTs, a
cooperative effort between the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
(UMVIM), were created by the Methodist
Church in the mid-1990s; their mission is to
provide a caring Christian presence in the
aftermath of a disaster. This opportunity for
Christian service affirms to survivors that the
church cares about them. ERT members have
been cleared by background checks and are
trained in relief efforts to take steps to prevent
further damage by putting tarps on damaged
roofs, removing debris and assisting in
cleaning out flooded homes. During their
time on site, ERT members interact with
residents, listen to survivors’ stories, and
where appropriate, report survivors’ needs to
those managing local operations. The relief
phase typically weeks to months depending
on the severity of the disaster; each team has
5 to 7 members and is limited to a maximum
of 3 workdays per trip.
As the relief phase comes to close,
UMVIM teams enter the area to work during
the recovery phase. During this time, teams
work to make homes suitable for occupancy
for homeowners whose resources are limited.
Tasks include, but are not limited to, patching
(or replacing) leaking roofs, plumbing, rewiring, painting, re-siding, laying new
flooring, and building porches. While on site,
it is important for team members to continue
reflecting a caring Christian presence to the
homeowner. Anyone who desires to
exemplify Christian love in action is eligible
to join an UMVIM team; no special skills are
required.
UMVIM efforts are not limited to
disaster recovery or to the United States. The
umvim.org website states that since 1976,
UMVIM teams have worked in 114 countries
(5 continents); in 2016, a total of 824
UMVIM teams (9,202 volunteers) served 59

countries. Non-disaster UMVIM work
includes construction and renewing of
mission facilities, teaching, witnessing,
conducting medical clinics, and conducting
Bible study or Bible school for children.
“I have no special skills, how can I
help?” Each of you reading this article has
something to offer. Opportunities to be the
hands and feet of Christ are abundant. “Here
I am Lord, send me.” Prayers for those who
have incurred losses are always appropriate;
prayers for team members and their families
are welcome. If you are interested in ERT
training or in joining an UMVIM team,
please contact the church office. ERT
members must be at least 18 years old;
UMVIM welcomes team members of all

ages. When an UMVIM team travels, having
team members prepare meals and run errands
allows other members to continue working
on site. Early Response Teams and UMVIM
teams pay their own way for transportation,
meals and lodging. UMVIM teams also help
provide materials for construction projects.
Fundraisers to help defray costs are welcome.
Where does the United Methodist
Church fit? The United Methodist Church
has a reputation for being “the first in and the
last out.” For an area devastated by a natural
disaster, it may take years for some
homeowners to be able to return to their
homes. Your support for UMVIM and for
UMCOR can help reduce that timeline.

Holy Week and Easter Services
Thursday, April 18th 6:00 p.m. - Maundy Thursday Seder at Afton UMC.
Friday, April 19th Noon - Good Friday Service at Fairfields UMC.
Sunday, April 21st 6:15 a.m. - Easter Sunrise Service at 151 Cove Haven Lane
in Ophelia (Take Hack’s Neck Road to the “T” intersection. Turn right.
The house is on the left.)
Sunday, April 21st 7:00 a.m. (approx.) Easter Community Breakfast at Afton
UMC immediately following the Sunrise Service.
Sunday, April 21st 9:30 a.m. - Easter Service at Fairfields UMC.
Sunday, April 21st 11:00 a.m. - Easter Service at Afton UMC.

A Disciple's Path by the Rev. Ted Smith, Superintendent of the Rappahannock River
District, reprinted with permission from The Bridge (January 30, 2019)
It was approximately 45 years ago that I went through confirmation classes,
learned about John Wesley, embraced United Methodism, was confirmed, and
joined Central United Methodist Church.
During the confirmation classes the teachers emphasized that each confirmand
should prayerfully make a choice regarding the commitment of joining the UMC.
The teachers had us look at the membership liturgy to be sure we were willing
to uphold the membership vows. By the end of the confirmation sessions, I was
absolutely sure I wanted to take and uphold the membership vows.
Some United Methodists are worried and anxious about the upcoming General
Conference, some are feeling lost in the “what ifs” of the three plans and 70
petitions, and I'm glad to hear that some are working to stay focused on making
disciples.
I don't pretend to know if any changes will be made to the 2016 UM Book of
Discipline, but I know one thing: After the February Called General Conference,
I will remain faithful to my vows of supporting the UMC by my prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness.
If you feel like you've lost sight of the vows you've made and the meaning of the commitment, let me recommend
the helpful study and video called, “A Disciple’s Path.” This resource emphasizes the membership vows of prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness. This is a six-week study but can also be stretched a little longer. This first
session is available for free. This resource is available athttps://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501858055/adisciples-path-dvd/?rank=11&txtSearchQuery=discipleship. I think rediscovering basic spiritual and theological
commitments could be a path to hearing God's will for the UMC.

News from the Betty Smith Gaskins Scholarship Committee
On Saturday, February 9th, the Betty Smith Gaskins Scholarship Committee held a very
successful Valentine’s Day Spaghetti Dinner. Thanks to everyone’s support, it was one of the most
successful fundraisers that we have ever held.
The Committee will hold one more fundraiser this academic year, which will be a Pizza Party on
Saturday, April 6th, from 5-7 p.m. We will have lots of pizza, salads, and desserts. Our resident chefs,
Lenny Gaskins and Michael DeGaetani, will be in the kitchen tossing the pizza dough. We hope you
will also support this event as you have in the past.
Members of the Scholarship Committee include Betty Appleby, chair, Allison Cockrell, Heather
Conley, Fran Gaskins, Bonnie Miller, Ron Goheen, Joyce Jett, and our newest member, Chris Sauer.
Since the scholarship was established in 2012, we have awarded eight scholarships in Betty’s
memory to deserving second-year students from Northumberland County attending Rappahannock
Community College. We hope you will continue to support this very worthy cause.
Betty Appleby, Chair

AFTON UMC HOMECOMING SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND
A GATHERING OF FRIENDS

All of us at Afton UMC are truly
excited to be planning our Homecoming to
be held on Sunday, June 2nd this year!
Preparations are well under way for a
wonderful day filled with the Word of God,
song and praise, old friends, new friends,
and a wonderful Sunday dinner.
The day will begin in the Afton
sanctuary. We have invited our friends at
Fairfields UMC to a joint worship service,

which is planned to begin at 10:30 a.m. The
message will be delivered by our special
guest pastor, yet to be announced. We are
delighted to welcome the Praise Band from
Ebenezer UMC in Oldhams, Virginia, who
will lend their special talents to our worship
service.
Immediately following the service,
we will be treated to an old-fashioned home
cooked meal, reminiscent of days gone by.
There will be an amazing abundance of
culinary tastings, as only Chef Lennie
Gaskins can prepare. The main dishes will,
of course, be accompanied by tempting side
dishes and desserts lovingly prepared by
members of Afton’s church family.
Following all the worship and all the
eating and all the fellowship with renewed
acquaintances (who will be “a sight for sore
eyes” to be sure) we will be treated to a
musical performance by Tangier Praise
Band. This will be a wonderful blessed
time that we do not want anyone to miss!
So, invite all of your friends, old and new.
Please praise God and mark your calendars!

Save the Date!
Fairfields United Methodist Church
230th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, August 25, 2019
Our new Rappahannock River District Superintendent, the Rev. Charles F. Bates,
will be the keynote speaker. Time to be decided.

Afton United Methodist Women News & Events

Every February during Heart Havens month, the Afton UMW collects items from a Heart
Havens wish list to deliver to a Heart Havens house. We invite the congregation to participate and, as you
can see above, we had quite a collection to deliver. The residents as well as the caregivers enjoy our visits. It
is such a blessing to see the excitement of the residents when we give them a coloring book and crayons, or
the ladies find the nail polish! We also provide cleaning products as well as paper products for everyday use
in the house.
_______________________________
Mark your calendars for a BAKE SALE on
April 20th from 9 – noon! The Afton UMW
will be on location at Allison's Ace Hardware in
Lottsburg for their annual Easter weekend Bake
Sale!!! We will have lots of goodies to sell
including delicious homemade cakes, cobblers,
pies, cookies, brownies and much more. Come out
and buy some treats for your Easter company!
_______________________________
If so, please plan to attend a Baked Potato
fundraiser sponsored by the Afton UMW to
support our local missions in the community on
Friday, June 21st from 5 - 7 p.m. All the
trimmings for potatoes will be available including
cheese, broccoli, chili, bacon bits, & sour cream to
name a few. Included with the potatoes will be a

Do you like Baked Potatoes?

salad and desserts. Come and bring your friends
and family. We look forward to seeing you there!

L-R: Judy Jett, Shirley Lyons, Betty Appleby, Linda Gallihugh, Liz McAvoy, and Chris Sauer

This group of ladies depicted above attended a District “Spiritual Day Apart” on Saturday,
March 9th at Shepherds UMC in St. Stephens Church. The speaker was Rev. Dr. Teresa Signer
Smith, and yes, you guessed it, she is our D S Ted Smith's lovely wife! Teresa spoke on "Praying the
Psalms.” We did a lot of singing and heard, through song, the messages written there. We also were treated
to a delicious lunch of baked spaghetti, chicken salad, rolls and a garden salad followed by yummy desserts!
Since we have begun the Season of Lent, this was a double blessing!
_______________________________

Fairfields UMC Membership News

Fairfields celebrated the Sacrament of Baptism for
Molly Anne Dameron on Sunday, February 17th.
We welcome Molly and her family into our church
fellowship!

Fairfields was excited to celebrate the 101st
birthday of Frances Hurst on February 17, 2019.
Frances is an amazing lady with an effervescent
tenacity for life, a quick smile, and a warm hug for
all who come to church! She loves visits and phone
calls. Reach out and connect with her when you
can! Her number is 804-453-6401.

Barbara and Brant Hays recently traveled to India for Barbara’s 50th high school reunion from Kodaikanal
International School. They also went to Yadgiri, where Barbara’s father and mother served as
medical/musical missionaries at Holston Hospital. They are pictured here at Central Methodist Church, being
honored with the traditional garlands of flowers. They will share their journey through pictures at a later
date.

Fairfields welcomes Lenora Hofma Remer as a new member!

Please come to Lenten Soup and Song at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 24th – Afton UMC
Sunday, March 31st – Fairfields UMC
Sunday, April 7th – Afton UMC
Sunday, April 14th – Fairfields UMC

March/April/May/June Birthdays
God of all creation, we offer You grateful praise for the gift of life. Hear the prayers for your servants named below
who recall the days of their birth and rejoice in Your gifts of life, love, family, friends, and faith. Bless them with Your
presence and surround them with Your love that they may enjoy many happy years, all of them pleasing to You.
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.

March birthdays

Diana Mahan
Allison Cockrell
Ron Goheen
Rusty Conley
Lydia Spindle
Joan Payton
Pat Vanderbilt
Jim Schwartz
Bethany Hays Bojorquez,
Roxsey Dameron
Jonathan Gano
Jim Edwards
Justin Hancock
Kate Otstot, Forrest Dameron
Casey Rogers
Becky Robertson, Donna Sapanara
Larry Burian
Larry Singleton

April birthdays

Kathy Hancock
Michael Sapanara
Jill Davis
Wayne Lowe
Evelyn Boucher
Stan Parsons
Chris Sauer
Kathleen Wissig

May birthdays
Dale Gaskins

Carol Hammer
Lydia Brown
Joyce Abbott
Izaac Bojorquez
Ruth Smith
Molly Dameron
Harlean Smoot
Patsy Delano
Judy Mooers
Buddy Scala
Joyce Jett
Marty Bean
Irene Burian
Jimmy Gaskins

June birthdays
Beverly Lowe
Lois Robertson
Cindy Davis
Jane Clarke
Ray Hancock
Connie Edwards
Barbara Hays
Jim Holland
Bowe Rogers
Tom Gallihugh
Bob Lumsden
Kristi Gano
Alf Braxton
Marty Hancock
Joe Dunaway

Reading Program

Nelia Tingle Fellowship

The Afton United Methodist
Women are excited this year because
we are expanding our Reading Program.
You do not need to be a member of the
UMW to participate in our program. It
is available to anyone of any age who
loves to read! There are different
plans to choose from and a variety of
books to read from five categories
including Education for Mission,
Leadership Development, Nurturing
for Community, Social Action, and
Spiritual Growth.
If you are interested in being a
part of this exciting and fulfilling
program, please contact Diane Mahan
(mahanddb@gmail.com or 804-4537761 or in person). Further details
regarding the program will be given to
you at that time. If you would be
interested in donating a book from our
reading list or a monetary gift in honor
or memory of someone, we would
certainly be grateful. We are building
up our library and any assistance would
be greatly appreciated. We thank you
and look forward to hearing from you.
Happy Reading!
Diane Mahan
Afton UMW

The Nelia Tingle Fellowship
continues to meet every second
Thursday of the month at Fairfields
UMC. We meet October through June,
with our annual picnic in September.
We
enjoyed
a
wonderful
Valentine’s Day dinner and had a great
time singing old “love” songs. The
March meeting featured a Saint
Patrick’s Day theme. Our dinners are
pot-luck and we always have lots of
delicious food!
On Saturday, April 13th, Nelia
Tingle will sponsor our annual Roast
Beef Dinner in the Activities Building
from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. We have added a
salad bar to our menu, which proved to
be very popular last year. Proceeds
from the dinner help to support our
many missions and outreach projects.
We invite everyone in the
Northumberland Charge as well as the
community to join us for the Roast
Beef dinner and the monthly pot-luck
meetings as well.
Please come!
Jill Davis,
President – Nelia
Tingle Fellowship

